
Lewis Shepard

On 3 Aug 1850, Lewis, age 24, a carpenter born in Ohio, was living in 
Boston, Indiana, a small town in Wayne County. Martha, age 19, born in 
Pennsylvania, was also in the household and she was probably his wife. 
The census showed no “Value of Real Estate owned” so it’s likely he was 
renting.

By 18 July 1860, Lewis had moved to Walnut Township in Montgomery 
County, in the Ladoga Post Office area. He was enumerated as “Lewis 
Shepheard,” a “master carpenter,” age 34, born in Ohio, with the “Value of 
Personal Estate” listed as $400. Again, it’s likely he was renting. 

The household also included a 29-year-old female born in Ohio, difficult to 
read but probably recorded as “Liddy A.,” and a 10-year-old female, Martha 
Rasher. 

The census neighbors included two blacksmiths, a cooper, a farmer, a 
carpenter, a physician, and a tanner, so I think it’s likely the family was 
living in town.

Lewis served for a short time in the 154th Regiment Infantry, Company K, 
during the Civil War. He mustered in as a private on 17 Mar 1865 and 
mustered out on 16 June 1865. Company K was primarily made up of 
Montgomery County residents.

In 1870, Lewis was living in the Mace Post Office area and his “Value of 
Real Estate” was noted as $800 in the census. It’s likely that he bought 
property between 1860 and 1870. He was also listed as having personal 
property worth $300. That year, his household included Lydia A., age 38, 
born in Ohio, who was keeping house and it’s likely that they were married.

Neighbors included a minister, a miller, a stock broker, an engineer, and a 
plasterer. I checked an 1878 map of the area, but I wasn’t able to find Mr. 
Shepard listed by name, although I might have just skipped over it. It’s 
possible that his residence could be located with some effort, using 
neighbor names as reference points.



On 5 Oct 1875, Lewis was granted a patent for a cross-cut saw handle.

On 12 Jun 1880, Lewis, 54, and Lyda [sic], 49, appear to have been living 
on “Mains Street” in Walnut Township, probably in Mace. This census is the 
first to mention relationships between household members and it confirms 
that Lydia was Lewis’ wife. It also suggests that Lewis’ father and mother 
were born in Pennsylvania and New Jersey and that Lydia’s parents were 
born in Pennsylvania and Ohio which might make it possible to find him in 
an earlier census.

The following year, on 16 Feb 1881, Lewis applied for a patent on a harrow. 
The signatures for Lewis on the two patent applications seem different and 
I’m not certain that either one is in his hand. However, if either signature 
matches the one on the violin label, we’ll know for certain that we have the 
right person.
 
There is no 1890 census available, but if there was, it would likely show 
Lewis and Lydia living in Mace.

The Mace news section of The Daily Argus News, published on 15 Jan 
1895 in Crawfordsville, mentioned that “Mr. Lewis Shepherd” was “on the 
sick list.”

Lewis died in Mace on 31 March 1895 and was buried in the Oak Hill 
Cemetery in Crawfordsville, Montgomery, Indiana.

Lydia was enumerated in Walnut Township in 1900 living in a home that 
she owned free and clear. She was a widow, age 68, born May 1832 in 
Ohio. The census suggests that she was the mother of one child who was 
alive in 1900. 

Based on that information, I believe that Lydia’s marriage to Lewis was her 
second and that Martha was her child by a first marriage. Checking further, 
I learned that Martha J. Rasher married Asbury Linn. According to her 
gravestone, she died on 9 June 1904. She’s buried in Mace.
Lydia died in 1907 and was buried beside him in Crawfordsville.



I found mention of an obituary for Lewis and I’ve written for it. I’ve also 
requested his death certificate, hoping that it will give parent names or a 
place of birth. And, I’ve written to a FindaGrave contributor that I hope is 
one of Martha’s descendants. I asked if there were any family stories about 
Lewis and I’m hoping she’ll reply.

There’s a pension file for Lewis and a widow’s pension file for Lydia. The 
pension files would likely provide a lot more information about Lewis and I 
suspect they would be fascinating, but the cost to obtain them is not 
insignificant. 

I suspect Lewis and Lydia would have been mentioned in the local news 
sections of area papers, some of which might be accessible online, but it 
would take some time to search them. 
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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE." 
LEWIS SHEPARD, 0E MACE, INDIANA, ASSIGNOB rr0 HIMsELE AND DAVID 

' w. KENNEDY, 0E SAME PLACE. 

IMPROVEMENT IN CROSSCUT-SAW HANDLES. 

Speci?cation forming part of Letters Batent'No. 172,788, dated'Jannary 25, 1876; application ?led 
~- December v4, 1875. ' ' _ 

To all whom it may concern : 
Be it known that I, LEWIS SHEPARD, of 

Mace, in the county of Montgomery and State 
of Indiana, have invented a new and usefulv 
Improvement in Grosscut-Saw Handles, of 
which the following is a speci?cation: 
Figure 1 is va side view of a crosscut-saw, 

vto which my improved handles have been at 
tached. Fig.2 is a cross-section of the same,v 
taken through the line a: a‘, Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is 
a cross-section of the same, taken through the 
line 3/ y, Fig. 1. Fig. 4 is a detail section 
taken through the line z 2, Fig. 3. 

Similar letters of reference indicate, corre 
sponding parts. _ ‘ 
The object of this invention is to improve 

the construction of the crosscut-saw handles 
for which Letters Patent No; 168,421 were 
granted to me October 5, 1875, so as to ena 
ble the handles to be readily detached, to al 
low the saw to bedrawn out of the kerf length 
wise, and to enable the handles to be adjusted 
in or out upon the saw. v 
The invention consists in the curved and 

straight handles, secured to each other at their ' 
‘upper ends, and provided with bolts at their 
lower slotted ends. in combination with the 
saw-blade, as hereinafter more fully described. 
A represents the saw - blade. B are the 

curved handles, which are slotted from their 
lower ends to receive the saw-blade A, and to 
said lower ends is riveted a ring or ferrule, b1. 
The edge of the ferrule b1 enters a notch, a’, 
in the'lower edge of the end of the saw-blade 
A, as shown in Figs. 1 and 4. - 
-In the handle B, at the upper end of the 

slot, is formed a mortise, b2, in which is in 
serted a wedge-key, G, the lower edge of which 
is grooved to receive and ?t upon the upper 

edge of the saw-blade A, and which, when 
driven into place, secures the handle B to the 
saw-blade A ?rmly. . 
With‘ this construction the handle B can be 

readily detached, and leaves the end of the 
saw-blade free, so that it can be drawn out of 
the kerf when, from driving a wedge into said 
kerf, or from any other cause, it may be nec 
essary. 1 

When the saw is to be used by a single saw 
yer a straight handle, D, is connected with 
the curved handle B by securing the upper 
end of said curved handle B to the upper end 
of said straight handle D. . 
In this case a bolt, E, is passed through 

the slotted lower ends of handles B D, and the . 
said handles are clamped to the saw-blade A 
by tightening up the nuts of the bolts E. 
By this construction, by loosening the bolts 

E the handles B D may be moved in and out 
upon the saw-blade A, to adjust the saw for 
sawing small or large timber. 

It will be observed that the bolts E enter 
the notches or cavities of the teeth, and thus 
prevent the handles from movingiwhen the 
said bolts are tightened up. 

Having thus described my invention, I, 
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters ' 
Patent- I 

The curved and straight handles B D, se 
cured to'each other at their upper ends, and 
provided with bolts E at their slotted lower 
ends, in combination with the saw-blade A, 
substantially as herein shown and described. 

LEWIS SHEPARD. 
' Witnesses; , 

G. W. EDDINGFIELD, - 
J. R. GRAIN. 
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